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The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

_ MONTH(S) FROM 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE _ 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• tf the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

• Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)H Responsive to communication(s) filed on 22 January 2001 . 
2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)S This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
Disposition of Claims 

4) [3 Claim(s) 7-77 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) S Claim(s) 7-77 is/are rejected. 

7) D Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) D The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)D approved b)Q disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) D The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)dAII b)D Some*c)D None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.D Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 



3.D Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachment(s) 



1) |3 Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 



4) [U Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). 

5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

6) Q Other: 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 04-01) 
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Status of Claims 

1. Claims 1-17 have been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

3. Claims 1-11 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

4. Claim 1 recites the limitation "accessing a second website of said online 
provider" in lines 15-16. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in 
the claim. Specifically, the claim does not recite a first website of said online 
service provider. 

Claims 2-1 1 are also rejected as they depend from claim 1 . 

5. Claim 13 recites the limitation "scanning said barcode" in line 5. There is 
insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

6. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 
all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

7. Claims 1-3 and 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Boies et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,006,200 in view of 

As per claims 1 -3 and 12, Boies et al. teach a system for distributing 
goods from a website comprising: connecting a computer to an ISP, running a 
browser on said computer, storing a user's real name and address on a remote 
computer, storing a virtual name and address at said remote computer linked to 
the real name and address, accessing a second website, presenting an item by 
and selecting an item for purchase from an online service provider and utilizing 
said virtual name and address for shipping information (abstract; figures 1 and 
2A; column 2, lines 1-10). Boies et al. teach online transactions (abstract) and a 
user ordering goods online (figure 2A). Hence, it is at least obvious that he 
contacting of the Registry is also done online (Figure 2A, items 203 and 204; 
column 2, lines 1-10). Boies et al. also teach sending the item to said virtual 
address, receiving said item at a location corresponding to said virtual address, 
re-labeling the item and sending the item to the user's real name and address. 
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Regarding "re-labeling" it is at least obvious that this occurs in order to conform 
with USPS mailing rules and regulations. Boies et al. also teach a shipper having 
access to a third website, connecting to said third website and shipping labels 
(figure 2C; column 1 , lines 23-35; column 2, lines 1-46). What is printed on the 
label is non-functional descriptive material. 

8. Claims 4-7 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 

unpatentable over Boies et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,006,200 as applied to claims 1- 
3 and in further view of Bezos, U.S. Patent No. 5,727,163. 

As per claims 4-7 and 13, Boies et al. teach a method and system for 
providing a virtual name and address to a user for use in making purchases over 
the internet (abstract). Boies et al. teach shipping labels (figure 2C). Regarding 
barcodes, the use and function of Postal barcodes, such as POSTNET are old 
and well known. However, Boies et al. do not specifically recite an optional 
payment method associated with said service. Bezos et al. teach a method for 
charging a user for providing goods and services wherein the charging comprises 
an optional payment method (figure 3). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill to combine the teachings of Boies et al. and Bezos et al. in 
order to receive compensation for providing users anonymous shipping services. 
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9. Claims 8-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Boies et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,006,200 as applied to claims 1-3 above and 
in further view of Walker et al., U.S. Patent No. 6, 1 63,771 . 

As per claims 8-1 1 , Boies et al. teach a method and system for providing a 
virtual name and address to a user for use in making purchases over the internet 
(abstract). However, Boies et al. do not explicitly recite virtual credit card 
numbers. Walker et al. teach a method and system for protecting user credit card 
information by generating virtual credit card numbers (abstract) where the virtual 
card numbers are associated with a user's real card numbers (figure 13; 
column/line 1 1/62-12/18). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of 
ordinary skill to combine the teachings of Boies et al. and Walker et al. in order to 
protect user financial data, such as credit card data (771, column/line 2/7-3/5). 

1 0. Claims 1 4-1 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being unpatentable 
over Boies et al., U.S. Patent No. 6,006,200 as applied to claims 1-3 and in 
further view of Rhoads, U.S. Patent No. 6,311,214. 

As per claims 14-17, Boies et al. teach a method and system for providing 
a virtual name and address to a user for use in making purchases over the 
internet (abstract; figure 2A; column 2, lines 1-10). Specifically, Boies et al. teach 
a third party shipper that associates a real name and address with a received 
virtual name and address in order to deliver a package (column 2, lines 55-64). 
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Boies et al. also teach shipping labels (figure 2C). Regarding barcodes, the use 
and function of Postal barcodes, such as POSTNET are old and well known. 
However, Boies et al. do not specifically recite using websites to associate a real 
name and address with a virtual name and address. Rhoads teaches a product 
ordering system that uses scannable codes embedded with website data to 
obtain more information about a product or service and to relay customer 
payment information to said website (column 1, lines 40-58; column/line 23/60- 
24/23). Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill to 
implement the system of Boies et al. using the scannable codes of Rhoads in 
order to more efficiently process user orders by reducing the amount of time it 
takes to obtain shipping or postal data. 

Conclusion 

1 1 ■ The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 

applicant's disclosure: 

• Gabber et al. teach a system for anonymous browsing 

• Ikeda teaches a method and system for accessing a website via a 
barcode 
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12. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from 

the Examiner should be directed to Calvin Loyd Hewitt II whose telephone 
number is (703) 308-8057. The Examiner can normally be reached on Monday- 
Friday from 8:30 AM-5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the Examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
Examiner's supervisor, James P. Trammell, can be reached at (703) 305-9768. 
Any response to this action should be mailed to: 
Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 
c/o Technology Center 2100 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

or faxed to: 

(703) 305-7687 (for formal communications intended for entry and 
after-final communications), 

or: 

(703) 746-5532 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 

Hand-delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 
2451 Crystal Drive, 7th Floor Receptionist. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application 
should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
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Calvin Loyd Hewitt 
October 2, 2003 





'JOHN W.HAYES 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 



